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OUTSTANDING TEEN (rVtAOT)
Interview with Kim Parrish. President MAOT
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Caitlin Brune11, lvliss Americir 's Or-rtstirn,-ling Teen 2u108,

at a .lress clistribution event ftrr Yruth for Tbmorrori'
!rirrtic iLrants.

Q. What is your organization?
A. Mlm America's C)utstantling Teen, Inc. u,:rs org:rnizerl ttr
encollrirge positive achier ement h1 helping to nnrtnre ancl

build the scholastic achrevernent, crc:'rtlve accornplishment,
hcalthy living ancl comrnlrnity inr.olvernent of our nation's
youtl-r. Among its initiatives, the Miss Americ:r's
Outstirnding Teen hosts a natior-ral competition in Orlancio
intenclecl to encoLlrirge irnd re',r'ard tl-re talent, cornrnunica-
ii, 'n skill., commLrllity setvice, ancl acatlemic achierternent of
girls benveen 13 anc'l 17 years of age. Tl"re Miss Amcricir's
f)ur:rar-rJir.rg Tcen rru'arJs sc1-rolarships to inclividtLals on the
basis of :rcaclemic merit :rnd civic and sociirl aclrievcllent.

a What is an ?CColTlplishment yoLr:rrc prorrd ofl
A. The "little sisrer" ro t1-re Miss America Scholarship
Organization, this not-for-profit progran-r has rna.le available
more thirn $2 rnillion in college scholarships nationallv to

)roLlng women fron] 1J to 17 years of age.

a Whar i: ir crrrrerr challenge:
,\. CrLnent chrll.'nges facir-rg MAOT irre raising scl-rolar-

ship fun.ls an.l spleading the positile rnes\irge about the
organiz:rtiot-t tl-rronghout tl-rc I'rt,st citl- of Orl,rn.Lr :rs u,ell irs

nationwide. \7e are constantly searching for ner,v prodr-rct

:rnd event sfonsors :rnc1 schol:rrship tlonors.

1,4
V. f)cscrrhe a llte 1'our org:rniz:rtion i-L:rs touchecl.

A. Eirch vear, one representative is cl'rosen as Miss
Arnerica 's C)utstaniling Tccn ancl tl-rey spcnd their year of
scrvice embracing ir platform of their choice. L:rst yeirr,

Caitlin Brtrne11, of Jacksonville, spearheaded a progr:rm
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Thylor Fitch, Miss America's Outstancling Teen 2009, n,ith a
chilcl helpecl through Chilclren's Miracle Network, the
nationirl pl:rtforn'r foL N{AOT.

calle.l Caitlin's Closer u,hich collectecl gentll, usecl prorn
gorvns :rnt1 distribLrted thern to girls lr'1-lr woulcl otherrvise nor
be able to aflord to :rttend their proms. Caitlin collecrecl over
6,000 prorn gorvns and clistrilruted them in ten stares :rcrnss

thc country. One f,o111g latly involved in Joe Gibb's organi:a-
tion c:,rllecl "Youth for Tbnorrou"' describeci the uxpcricnce
as "ir clream con-rc tLue," citing rhat she hrr.l neler olvnecl :l
.lress and th:'rt she felt beautiftrl for the first time in hcl life.
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